CLOUDED VISION

Exploring Anthromorphic Empathy

BDC 2024 Proposal Anthony Cavazos, Nhu Phung, Liz Moctezuma



FILM

Clouded Vision is a visual performance recontiguring the
relationship between humans and aquatic species wherein humans
experience the psychological and physical realities of the tish they've
impacted, exploring cross-species reassignments.

COSTUME DESIGN

An interspecies garment embodying the silent suffering endured by
fish due to human-induced environmental degradation. Integrated
elements of waste materials, fishing nets, and byproducts of human
dominance are reflected in costume construction.



We Hope to Pose the Questions:

We are informed yet dismissive on how the human experience may
impact fish, but how may the fish experience impact the human?

In what ways do human experiences and emotions relate to fish
experiences and emotions? How can this influence our behavior and
relationships with sea life?

How does a blend of experience inform how we connect and
empathize with life around us?
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Chapter 1 )
Concerns and Threats of Contamination | =
on Aquatic Ecosystems

Ishrat Bashir, F. A. Lone, Rouf Ahmad Bhal, Shafat A. Mir, Zubair A. Dar,
and Shakeel Ahmusd Dar

1.1 Introduction

Anthropogenic activities bring almost contamination and subsequent pellution to
our varied ecosystems. “Pollution is defined as the production and o inrodsction
by man, directly or indirectly of substances or energy into the environment, result-
ing in deleterious cffects o living resources, including human beings or interfere
with amenities and other uses of the environment {Don-Pedro 19900, Pollation is
one of the prime problems that humans face in the whole world particularly in the
developing countrics. However, produced by humans and their activities, it has
harmful effects on man’s enviroament and resources (Mendil and Uloizlu 2007).
The discharge of various pollutants into the aquatic environments is the outcome of
couniless anthropogenic activities, threatening the health of the living beings and
damaging the quality of the environment by remdering water bodics unsuitable
{Abowel and Sikoki 2005; Ekubo and Abowel 2011). Aquatic environmenls ans
packers for anthropogenic contamination and industrial wastes and leaks, whether
chemicals or solid pollutants (Hampel ct al. 2015; Bhat et al, 200 7), These wastes
can be “heavy metals, detergents, microfibers, plastic or non-plastic onigin.” ete.,
and coatribute 1o “squatic pollution problems™ {Hampel et al. 2015). Agustic envi-
rons ane addressee for plemty of pollutants and their outrageous loxic actions
(Hampel et al. 201 5). “Chemicals reaching aquatic ccosystems include radioactive
elements” (“srontium, cesium, madon™), metals (“cadmiom. mercury, lead”). inchas-
trial solvents and “volatile organic compounds™ (“tri- and tetrachboroethylere, chlo-
roflusrocarbons, benzene, xylenes, formaldehyde™), “agrochemicals™ (“fertilizers
and pesticides™), howsehold products (“detergents, cleaners, painls
tion” (N and sulfur oxides.” “palyeyelic sromatic hydocarbons.” “carbon monox.
ide,” and “carbon dioxide”), “nanoparticles.” personal care products, “microplastics,

., “fuel combiss-
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Human Effects on
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Concerns and Threats of
Contamination on Aquatic
Ecosystems

e Unregulated Pollution
production

e 80% of municipal
wastewater is discharged
Into water bodies
untreated



Audience: Who is it For? Who Does it Serve?

We would like our piece to reach a widespread
audience as we're addressing an issue that most
people are either ignorant or dismissive of. On a
more general level, we want this to also reach out
to humankind about interspecies connection.

e Classification: Human

e Age: teens to thirties, more likely to resonate
with the piece, but also the people that can
create the most future impact

e Gender: any gender

e Location: urban areas, places more likely to
contribute to waste and pollution

e Values: sympathy/empathy for human pain,
openness, kindness




Audience: Who is it For Who Does it Serve?

Our piece is meant to serve both sea life and humans, making a point
to not focus or choose one side but creating a blend of both species
and experiences. The garment itself will be based mostly off tish for
the design, and the piece will be represented as a “fish” experience.
However, there will be nods to several species and issues that occur
throughout open waters.



What do Fish Feel?

® Time mowth Sighting

Shmmmamesieeet .« Further evidence for the capacity of
mirror self-recognition in cleaner fish...

When animal tries to remove a mark from its body
that is only visible when looking into a mirror (the...
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Against Neo-Cartesianism: Neurofunctional
Resilience and Animal Pain

Several influential philosophers and scientists have
advanced a framework often called Meo-Cartesiznisnm
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Fish anatomy
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Base Fish Sketch outfit breakdown



https://docs.google.com/document/d/18nvYelGNNw8QHHUsJKD9sDCaQSp83DhKUBeJr4zd-AU/edit?usp=sharing




Material Exploration



Name: TBD

Concept/Topic: statement piece(s) 1o make a statement about
embracing menstruation as a human process

Materials: menstrual blood, materials to create biomaterial
Process:

- research usage of menstrual blood into a medium,
research approachability of menstruation and what it
means to embrace it

+ exploration extracting and preserving menstrual blood

Name: TBD

Concept/Topic: exploring intersections between feminine or

interconnectivy of
the queer amongst
humans and in the
wil (clownfish
stripes being done
in trans colors)

queer communities, chromophabia, and the environment

How society reacts to color as a result of "otherism" versus

color in the "wild"
Process:

« researching why males are often more colorful and flashy

in nature, research origins of chromophobia in humans,

research queer ecology

thecugh

conwe discuss
atopic

fashion design

- designs created for each, material exploration for each not enough

- ereation process for each
Deliverable:

connection of

fashion materials
in fabric ; asa + collection of pieces that mimic the colors, patterns, and towhat they
material (is it a usable pigment, does it hald its color, etc) shapes of male animals in nature that are more flashy and o b
- possible expansion into other bodily fluids, what is the blood, think colorful (could be headpieces, could be tops, idk)
range for feminist pieces? alexander mequeen + peacocks
highland rape o e —
e collection, design for o
- menstrual blood used to marble and create patterns pRgucten o
. X solution
wiithin thin biomaterial film, then draped to create
clothing pieces (perhaps undergarments)
- incorporated into accessories as a way of recognizing and chromophobia,
T T e P menstrual e
empowerment in this form of *femininity" fashion colors versusin
- *responsive” creation, responds to hormones or nature males are
emational states that people are quick to make more colorful P
stereatypical assumptions about during a menstrual cycle >
- how do menstrual cycles create patterns? How can we sl
visualize it? = reds “passion” or “love’
[aesmaia)
seahorse
Name: TBD Idea
Concept/Topic: queer ecology, challenging normati il i 2 v i
¢ pt/Topi ul, eer ecology, chal \eng_ ing normative human continuation e water scarcity << a
ideas of gender roles, parenthood, relationships ‘sursehes wim what i he acean
- how can we as humans restructure our current gender future so polluted
roles by looking to seahiorses? e e e s that we only collect
+ how would seciety might change if men had this option of teriea
childbearing/might men be societally different when water irom the
experiencing maternal connection? e clouds and have a
Deliverable: Seahorse pregnant belly “shell’ that Is a standing built in purifier in
plece, people can walk up and slot their body Into the belly,
belly is linked to heart monitor and LEDs that change with your our clothes.

heartbeat

Materials: Figuring out fabric mediums/biomaterials
wire structure, (overall need some material exploration

main structure), breadboard, wires, heartbeat monitor,
arduino, led strips.

Process:

- research heteronormative relationships, maternal feelings
and what creates them, saciety/histary built gender roles,
and seahorses

+ material exploration

« creation of shell

-+ creation of code with heartbeat and LEDS

- application of LEDs to structure

miro board for

COLLECTION MNAE: CLOVDED VISTON

planning

a fashion piece that
shows an ecosystem
and how broken itis
from the front and
connects to how it's
supposed to be on
the back
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Storyboard:

Setting: empty white studio
Main character: Nhu, playing the fish
Side characters: "humans”

(cuts between scenes)
Scene 1:
- “Fish dance”, research fish swimming behaviors (often turn corners randomly, feels free
and somewhat nonsensical), feeling should be playful/peaceful
- Garment at this point just is the base

Scene 2:
- Plastic collar is presented by human
- Fish places collar onto own neck. gasps and breathes rapidly, struggle to pull at it,
eventually move on(series of close up shots)
- Post cult shows plastic accessories

Scene 3:
- MNetis pulled by two humans, opens and closes over and over, drags fish around the
room back and forth, gets torn
- Post cut shows net drapage

Scene 4:
- Qil spill {liguid form)
- Fish rolls arcund in the oil, human sews on oil spill applications
- After human leaves, erratic movement on the floor continues, going into frenzied spins
- Post cul shows oil applicalions

Scene 4:
- Cloudy water
- Stumbles backward in confusion, confused and erratic swimming
- Post cut show the goggles and red bioplastic cuts

Scene §:
- Fish gets grabbed and dumped into “casket” (figure this out) filled with ice, fish is
thrashing but human is unbothered
- Fish is screaming and struggling, nobedy notices, humans walk by unaware, fish dies

Planning/Next Steps

the idea is that each scene

shows something

physically happening and
then in the next scene it

shows the physical fashion
garment of the previous

scene

possible after
credits : taking apart
the “good parts” of
the fish or all the
humans lying dead
around the casket

ex. oil spill
happens with real
liquid, next scene
we see "oil"
appliques on the
garment
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https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVKeVOHYw=/?share_link_id=954601540300
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Creative Media
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